58        SHE  MADE  WORLD  CHAOS

he wrote, ' sent for Meryon. It was well before he came.
He desired me not to go to Windsor for the confirmation of
the Princess Royal. I went and am none the worse. As
Pain observed, " Ah, ah ! a touching ceremony ; ah, ah ! "
The King of the Belgians the same as I remember him when
I was a boy, using my father's horses and boring my mother
to death. The Princess Royal went through her part well.
The Princess Alice cried violently. The Archbishop read
what seemed a dull address ; luckily it was inaudible. The
Bishop of Oxford rolled out a short prayer with conscious
superiority. Pam reminded Lord Aberdeen of their being
confirmed at Cambridge, as if it was yesterday. I must go
to bed so excuse haste and bad pens, as the sheep said to the
farmer when it jumped out of the fold.'

The Queen opened Parliament a month later. From the
steps of the Throne she announced the engagement of the
Princess Royal to Prince Frederick William of Prussia.

Shortly afterwards Prince Frederick William arrived for
his Spring visit. He came very quietly for it was not desired
by the Royal parents that he should figure much before the
British public until he was officially presented to them in the
following year. It is possible that the Prince was a little
disappointed on this visit. He naturally understood the
Continental custom of perpetual chaperonage for betrothed
couples, but he had heard that it was the English custom
to leave engaged lovers to themselves. He found that Her
Majesty did not conform to this English practice. The
Queen never left them. She assured Uncle Leopold that her
duty as chaperone bored her to excess. However, she carried
it out with a purpose. She thought it advisable that the
couple should not obtain too intimate a knowledge of one
another's personality before marriage or otherwise the
marriage might never take place I

One morning Vicky and her fiancee drove up to Madame
Tussaud's. They had come to inspect their effigies in wax ;
the portrait model of the Princess being dressed in light blue
flounced silk, ornamented with lace and pearls, and that of
the Prince in the tall-capped fusilier uniform of the Prussian